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M ary Grace Coats reached her 91rst birthday during a pandemic that cancelled

eight months of family Sunday dinners, birthdays, holiday gatherings and
loving hugs. Her brief hospital spiral was the bridge that led her home to her loving

husband of 68 years, David, and her beloved Savior, Jesus Christ. Mary Grace left this

world on November 20, 2020.

Mary’s most joyful moments were those spent with her family. She leaves behind four children,

Cathee (Larry) Lemke, Janet Coats, James Coats, Mark (Jen) Coats; five grandchildren, Gabe
(Melissa) Doran, Grady (Jenny) Doran, Rachel (P.J.) Forslund, Matt Coats, John Coats; two great
grandchildren, Mariella Doran and Rowan Doran; and the dozens of nieces, nephews and their

kids who looked up to Mary as their own mom and grandma, as she survived all her siblings,
Betty Cole, John and Bruce Bigford and her parents, Catherine Elizabeth (Watkins) and Harold

Bigford of Grand Rapids.

She was that mom and grandma who attended and gave encouragement at every horse show,
swim meet, soccer match, etc., and even attended events just to support the friends of her

children. She had a way of being a mom or grandma to everybody. Family will always fondly
remember the 50 year tradition of Thanksgivings at Mary and Dave’s house where about three
dozen family members would spend the day arm wrestling, story telling, shooting pool for the

world championship, hiking and surrounded by so much love and laughter…oh, and gobbling up
her amazing cooking!

Mary was the sweetest and most loving woman and was perfectly balanced by the right amount of
spunk. She had a way of making you feel like you were the only person in the room, speaking and
listening with non-patronizing intent. She always set aside time to listen and be there for anyone

who needed it. Her glass was always half full and she radiated positivity.

She loved nature walks, a good thunderstorm, college football (GO GREEN), and all of her pets.

Her strength came from her beloved church family and her PEO sisters, whom she adored. She
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was a lifelong Presbyterian, serving as teacher, Deacon, Elder and Trustee. Mary loved studying
the Bible and was a member of Presbyterian Women’s Circle ( Jane Bottje circle). Her

commitment to Christianity and her desire to help improve the lives of women was reflected in
her 50 years of active membership in P.E.O..

A celebration of Mary’s life will be held at a later date, after its safe for family members to fly in.

Donations in Mary’s honor can be made directly to www.loveinactiontricities.org or Love In
Action, 326 N. Ferry Street, Grand Haven, MI 49417.

Please visit the family’s online guest book at www.sytsemafh.com.
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RM Rhonda Mcpherson posted:

Cathee and family- so sorry to hear about the loss of your beautiful mother. From your non-related

Coats friend. Rhonda McPherson

December 1 at 3:21 AM

MB Maude Bigford posted:

Aunt Mary was the reigning matriarch of the Bigford and Coats family for decades. She was a

mistress of the domestic arts, loved a good story, had a delighted and hearty laugh, and always

received us with warmth, hugs and inimitable hospitality.For decade upon decade we ventured to

Spring Lake for a fabulous Thanksgiving feast and she always arranged stunning table decor. She

was a surrogate mother to my husband and me and a surrogate grandmother to my three children.

She captured our hearts.

November 28 at 2:27 PM

MW Michal Wheeler posted:

I have such warm and loving memories of Mary Coats and the entire Coats family starting with my

childhood and playing at Prospect Point. I was fortunate enough to stay in touch with Mary

throughout the rest of her life, much to my favor. She was warm, loving and so in love with her family.

She will be missed.

November 27 at 10:07 AM

CM

Colleen Mccarthy November 27 at 9:22 AM

Dear Cathee & Family,The last time I saw your Mom was in Meijers with you. You were getting

ready to go on a family cruise.I'm so happy you were able to do this wonderful thing with your

Mom.She was such a sweet lady and always had a smile on her face.Cathee, you remind me so

much of your Mom.You have so many great memories of your Mom & Dad, enough to last a

lifetime.Love you!!!

Colleen Mccarthy lit a candle in honor of Mary.

November 27 at 9:16 AM

CM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Mary by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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